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TN ECT Jamming of via by the USSK and “ast duropes.
iellites

1. "The USEHR begean Jamming V(A broadcasts in February,
i%48. The Jamming at firgt ¥as merely ap irritating hindrance,
tut from April 1946, the Jamming became intense and gseriously
urtailed Va'g effectiveness, The USSR extended its Jamming
vaeratlions to VOA kgt Buropean broadeasts shortly before |
the cutbreak of the Korean War ip 1950, arg Programs were !
tamped by the USKER a3 3000 as they hegan in 1949, and the BAL~-
@iiates foined in the following year.,

<. ihe USSBH has stopped Jamming VOA on ouly two occasions
Aine 1948, Total suspension of Jampming first bccurred duriag
Ehrushchev's visit teo the US ip September 193¢y VOA trans- [
1851008 to the “a8t Suropean satelliitey, howevaer, continued
to be jammed. Ip a talk with uUs officials in Waghington ogp
is September 1959, Yyuri Zhukov, then Chairman of the Btate
i or Cultural Felations with Foreign Countries,
e2xplained that relaxation of Jamming by the USSR was an "exper-
feent 1o see whether VGA would cease "PUrsuing the cold war, ;
e sxnregged hope that {f the UBBR stopped itg Jamming of voa . 25X1

the U5 would halt anti-Soviet broadcastsd \
!
!
Z¥ jaTter ahrushchev "5 departure ITon

the T8, Momcow resumed jamming though on a very limited aud !
*itive scale. fThig policy continved until the U~2 dneident |
#nd the abortive Parig Summit meeting in May 1960, Thereafter
Jamming became nore intense but still selective, The Soviets ;
4id not try to Jam VoA “nglish language and Popular music pro. ;
Zrams. apparently deciding that it was not ¥orth the SRPOL B

and etfort. Yat the USSR did jam items cousidered particulariy i
seasitive and offensive,
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4. FTutal suspension of Jamming by the UHER cccurred for
the second time on 19 June 1963. and has continued tc the pre-
swEl. There hzad been a yeduction in Jamming since the week of
i June,  in addition, on 29 July the Rumanian Government sus-
pvendad all jammicg of VOA and RFZ Rumapian language broadcasts
wad ihe USBR and the bloc countries gstopped jamming of Western
Groadeasts to Humania, Although Poland stopped its jamming in
‘385, other bloc transmitters continued to interfere with
short wave broadcasta to that country,

#4. ‘Yhere are several explanations for the Soviet decision
w1 =stop jamming: First., the lamming operation iz estimated
tu cast the S8R 3100 Million annually--funds which could be
siverted into more worthwhile domestic programs,.  Becond,
recesl VA broadeasts have dealt extensively with such items
i Ub racial troubles. “The Sovietg may have decided it was
Baneficial to let their pevple hear this news from the LS
“tHeif, Thard, the Boviets genuipely desire an atmosphere of
detente with the West in order to deal az effectively as
pousible with pressing intra-bloc probiems and Chinese rivaliry
iv the intersational communist mevement, This seems to be the
wix#l Amportast reason for totat suspension of jamming, occurring
#3511 did alwost immediately after the publication in the Soviet
press oY President Kenpedy's American University speech of 10
June and the signing of the “hot~line agreement shortly before.

.  dhether Muscow or Hucharest took the ifnitiative to
siop Jjamming in dumania 1s vnclear. In either case, the
“umanian motive probably was twofold., ©n the one hand, Bucha-
vl wisted to idemtify itself with and to support Moscow's
pulicy of detente. It was one of the first satellites to sign
e suclear test ban treaty. sending to Waghington for that
#uirpoge a higher ranking diplomat than any other gast luropean
Zverpment,

. AL the same time, glven its avowed interest in
expanding trade with the Ulinited States, the Rumapian regime
wiudoubtedly saw the advantage tu be derived from this and other
pestures. Um 7 August Bucharest proposed on a reciprocal basis
A end 10 diplomatic travel reatrictions and suggested raising
fhe level of diplomatic representation between the two countries.
in Washington on 8 August, Deputy Foreign Minister Malita indi~
—ated his country'sy willingness to send its State Planning
wowmission Chairman here to discuss its trade interests and
abxility to pay.,
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7. 1in developing a jawwming capability natiopalliy-controlled
travsmitters were constructed in and arcund cities to block
broadcasts on middle and low frequencies. To jam short-wave
broadcasts affectively. itransmitters were set up At distances
sutgide the receiving country. Both invoived a costly petwork
oi jamming systems comprising nearly 3,400 trapsmitters. Jaw-
ming of foreign broadcasts to any one satellite is a cooperative
ranture--jammers in the USSR, in adjoining satellites and in
the host country are involved., Thus. for example, Hoviet,
Czechoslovak, Bupngarian and Bulgarian transmitters were used
along with Rumanian trapsmitters to jam broadcasts in Rumapia.
Japming was considered 100% effective only in the bloc capitals
and some of the larger cities in the USSH and the satellites.
The Soviet Committee for State Becurity (KGB). like its prede-
segsors and MGB and MVD., is thought respounsible for direct jam-
ming operations ipn the USSR and maintaining surveillance on tle
affectivevess of satellite jammiog.

8. Among the explanations given over ithe years by the
USEH for jamming VOA are the following:

{a) VvCA broadcasts coniailn vntruths and faprications about
ithe [SSH,

{b} YOA broadcastis indulge in '"'meddling™ in SBoviet internal
#finirs and are designed to "overthrow Soviet power.”

f¢) VUA uplawfully uses the Soviet broadcasting frequeascy of
173 kecs. Moscow claims 1t has been using this frequency
szince the early 1920's, and that it was legally assigned
te her by the Copesnhagen Frequency Plan adopted in the
Aummer of 1948, Upon agreeing to this Plan, Moscow
regerved the right "to take pecessary techpnical measures
o eliminate interference in the work of its stations,”
Yoscow has repeatedly accusged the US--not a participant
in the Plan--of operating on 173 kes. and has offered
this as an excuse for intensive jamming.
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